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determined to include tliese figures on plates rather than give them life 
size, as originally intended, in the text, and they had to be reduced to do 
so. It was a very natural oversight to make on the part of the publishers, 
to print the author's corrected proof as returned to them, and the latter 
was not aware of the change. Such slips will occasionally occur, espec- 
ially when author and publisher are separated by a distance of nearly 
6000 miles, as in the present instance. — R. W. Shufeldt, Fort Win- 
gate^ N. M. 

Hummingbirds feeding their Young on Insects. — Mr. Manly Hardy has 
kindly consented to my publishing the following extract from one of his 
letters : "When I was in Colorado Mr. E. Carter told me this story. He 
found a Hummingbird's nest one afternoon, containing two eggs. As he 
wanted the parent he left it and returning next day shot her. To his sur- 
prise there were two young in the nest instead of eggs. Upon dissecting 
the young he found two insects in the stomach of one of them, thus prov- 
ing that Hummingbirds sometimes feed their young on insects within 
twenty-four hours from the time they are hatched." Unfortunately Mr. 
Hardy did not ascertain the particular species of Hummer above referred 
to. — William Brewster, Cambridge, Mass. 

Otocoris alpestris praticola in Chester County, South Carolina. — Al- 
though noteworthy for its severity, the past winter was not favorable for 
the presence of Horned Larks in this portion of the Piedmont Belt. The 
rigorous weather of the early part of December, 1886, brought, however, a 
little company of less than a dozen, nine of which were taken. A study 
of Mr. Henshaw's descriptions (Auk, Vol. I, July, 1884) led to the con- 
viction that these birds, which formed a continuous series, headed by a 
large and bright-colored male, were Prairie Horned Larks. Selecting a 
typical female and the extreme male, I forwarded them to Mr. Henshaw, 
who courteously examined the samples, determining them as follows : " I 
think you can safely call both specimens Otocoris alpestris praticola. 
The male is rather large, but it comes nearer to this race than to either 
of the others." 

Whether alpestris and praticola will be found contemporaneously can- 
not be affirmed without further observation, but it is probable that both 
appear during some winters, though perhaps not during the same period 
of cold. — LeVbrett M. LooMis, Chester, S. C. 

Clarke's Nutcracker {Picicorvus columbiauus') in the Bristol Bay Re- 
gion, Alaska. — ^The northward range of this species has been very much ex- 
tended by the capture of a specimen at Nushagak, Alaska (lat. 60° N., 
long, about 159° W.), by Mr. J. W. Johnson, signal observer at that sta- 
tion. The specimen (No. 110,095, U. S. Nat. Mus. Coll.), an adult male, 
was obtained Nov. 5, 1885, and is apparently exactly like specimens from 
the Western United States. — Robert Ridgway, Washington, D. C. 
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Clarke's Nutcracker from the Kowak River, Alaska. — Since the above 
was written, the National Museum has received from Lieut. Geo. M. 
Stoney, U. S. N., an interesting collection of birds made in the valley of 
the Kowak or Putnam River, some 600 miles or more due north from the 
locality mentioned in the previous note, and among the species repre- 
sented is an example of Picicorx'us columbianus (No. 110,374, U. S. Nat. 
Mus.).— Robert RiDGwAY, Washington, D. C. 

The Canada Jay in Southern Vermont in Summer. — While camping 
out last summer in Somerset, Vermont, I obtained a fine specimen of the 
Canada Jay {Perisoreus canadensis). The place was about 30 miles from 
the Massachusetts State line, in thick evergreen woods. It was on the 
morning of August 5, about 6 A. M., when I observed a pair of strange 
birds near the tent. I stepped back and got my gun, when the birds flew 
a short distance. I fired and brought down one of them, and on picking it 
up saw it was of this species. I have been unable to obtain the exact 
altitude of the place, but it was about 1500 feet. The latitude is about 43° 
north. Is not this very far south for this bird in summer.?— Hubert L 
Clark, Amherst, Mass. 

XanUiocephalus xanthocephalus in Connecticut. — A bird which ap- 
pears to be unquestionably of this species was shot out of a flock of 
Agelaius fhceniceus, on the open meadow opposite Hartford, late in July, 
1S84. From the plumage, I consider it to be a female. This makes, I 
believe, the third recorded occurrence of this species in New England. — 
William E. Treat, East Hartford, Conn. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird (^Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) in Maine. — 
Early in November, 1886, there was sent me for identification by Mr. Fred. 
Rackliff, of Spruce Head, Maine, a young female of this species, which 
Mr. Rackliff stated was shot by him on Metnic Isle, August 9, 1883. 
— Robert Ridgway, Washington, D. C. 

The Baltimore Oriole (^Icterus galbula) in Nova Scotia. — In Septem- 
ber, 1886, I received from Mr. A. B. Sheraton, of Halifax, a young male of 
this species in the flesh. Mr. Sheraton wrote me that he had bought it 
from a countryman in the streets of Halifax, who reported having shot it 
within a few miles of that city. I cannot find any previous record of the 
occurrence of this Oriole in Nova Scotia, although it breeds regularly in 
the vicinity of Woodstock on the St. John River. — Montague Chamber- 
lain, St. John, N. B. 

Occurrence of the Evening Grosbeak {Coccothraustes vespertina) at 
Toronto, Canada. — On the afternoon of April 2, Dr. J. E. White, of this 
city, informed me that he had that morning discovered a flock of over 
thirty Evening Grosbeaks feeding near the northern boundary of the citv. 
The announcement was very surprising, bu.t all doubts were dispelled by 



